Book of Revelation
26 – The Woman and the Dragon – Part 2
Satan Thrown Down to Earth

7 Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, 8 but he was defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers[a] has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 11 And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. 12 Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!”

13 And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child. 14 But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle so that she might fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to the place where she is to be nourished for a time, and times, and half a time. 15 The serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, to sweep her away with a flood. 16 But the earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from his mouth. 17 Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. And he stood[b] on the sand of the sea.

Footnotes: 

a. Revelation 12:10 Or brothers and sisters
b. Revelation 12:17 Some manuscripts And I stood, connecting the sentence with 13:1
1. Frame of Reference

a. Characters

i. Woman: God’s people throughout history (not just Israel or the Church)

ii. Dragon: Oppressor of God’s people throughout history

iii. Male child: Jesus

b. Activity

i. Tail sweeping down a third of stars: Dragon’s persecution of saints

ii. Birth: The death and resurrection of Jesus

iii. Caught up to God and his throne: Jesus as Lamb and Lion (allusion to Rev. 5:6)
iv. Fled to wilderness: Exodus allusion where Israel spent a significant time period

c. Structure of Rev 12 (c.f., previous outline)

i. Three different events (allegorical)

1. v1-6: Jesus’ incarnation, crucifixion, ascension

2. v7-12:  Pre-historic war in heaven

3. v13-17: Church age

ii. Four parts (narrative)

1. v1-6: Confrontation between the dragon and the woman

2. v7-9: A war in heaven between Michael and the dragon

3. v10-12: A commentary by a great voice in heaven

4. v13-18: A continuation of the confrontation between the dragon and the woman and her offspring

d. Revelation narrative follows familiar themes (c.f., previous outline)
i. Greek and Roman mythology of gods giving birth, spending time in refuge, returning to conquer

ii. Similar Egyptian myths

iii. Old Testament prophecies using similar motifs

iv. Canaanite mythologies regarding sea and sea monsters 

v. Roman emperor as a divine savior
vi. Battles among gods, demigods, etc. and losers banished from heaven


2. The Text
a. War in heaven
i. A prehistoric war in heaven between God and Satan (option 1)
1. Source A: John Milton’s Paradise Lost (17th century)

2. Source B: Jonathan Edwards sermon, Wisdom Displayed in Salvation (18th century)
3. Source C: Greek mythologies of warring gods
ii. A symbolic “war” between Michael and Satan (option 2)
1. Follows Jesus’ victory on the cross, thus showing Satan has no legitimate claim to power
2. Symbolic of all claims by Satan to his legitimacy as part of heaven now cast out (of heavenly court; c.f., Job 1)
3. Micha’el (who is like El/God?) a counterpart to Satan’el (adversary or opposer of El/God, found in Jewish literature)

4. Both sides have angels

iii. Michael – identity?
1. One of the chief of princes (Daniel 10:13, 21; 12:1)
a. Each nation had a prince/angel

b. Michael assigned to Israel

c. Michael fights on behalf of the ones he is assigned to protect

2. Disputed with the devil re: body of Moses (Jude 9; non-canonical Jewish legends)

3. Adventists: Michael = Jesus

a. 1 Thess 4:16, “For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.” (c.f., John 5:25-29)
b. “Who is like God” not as a question, but as a statement

c. Chief/head of angels, rather than “chief angel”

4. JW: Michael = Jesus

a. 1 Thess 4:16, as above

b. Prominence of Michael in Daniel 12:1; Rev. 12:7; 19:14, 16 fulfill role of Christ

5. LDS: Michael = Adam, Ancient of Days, prince, patriarch of the human family, assisted Jehovah in creation of world 

iv. Dragon = Serpent = Devil = Satan

1. Genesis 3 – the beginning of sin identified with a serpent

a. v15: woman’s seed will crush serpent’s skull

2. Cast down to the earth

a. Compare 12:12, “Rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea…”
b. Compare 12:4, “His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven…”
c. Satan’s sphere of influence is now restricted
b. A commentary by a loud voice
i. Whenever a loud voice occurs in Rev, something important is revealed
ii. The results of the war just described

1. What: Salvation, power, kingdom, and authority of God and Christ have now come

2. How: Satan has been thrown out of heaven

3. Why (has salvation come): Because Satan can no longer accuse God’s people

a. “From his portrayal in the book of Job on, Satan is presented as an accuser of the righteous, a prosecuting attorney before God’s court. In later texts, his role of tempter (gaining incriminating evidence) became more prominent, but he always retained his role as accuser; later rabbinic texts declared that he accused Israel day and night before God, except on the Day of Atonement.” (IVP BBC NT)

iii. What else…

1. Saints have conquered

a. What did they conquer? The accuser, Satan

b. How did they conquer? By the blood of the Lamb

i. “They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb” (7:14)

c. Also: By their testimony/witness

i. John on Patmos on account of testimony (1:9)

ii. Fifth seal: souls slain for their witness (6:9)

iii. Two witnesses finish their testimony (11:7)

d. Rewards for conquering takes us back to the seven letters

i. 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21

2. Martyrdom?

a. Already established that Rev is not speaking about individuals, but about the Church as a whole

b. Thus “death” is not specifically martyrdom of individuals (though some may experience it)

c. The seven letters do not require martyrdom for conquerors

d. Rather Rev speaks about a martyr church, a church that is oppressed but refuses to give up

iv. Final implications of the war
1. Heaven and its inhabitants can rejoice

a. Who are the inhabitants?

b. The sealed servants of God?

c. Or only those who no longer physically have life on the earth?

d. Subsequent chapters may clear this up

2. Woe to earth and sea
a. “Woe” used during the seven trumpets as omens of judgment

b. These judgments were only for those that were not sealed; i.e., not God’s servants

c. What about this new “woe” in relation to the devil?

d. “Dwell on earth” in Rev clearly refers to those who have rejected God

e. Yet as subsequent verses show, it appears the woman and her offspring are harassed by the devil

f. Subsequent chapters may clear this up

3. The devil is enraged because he knows his time is short
c. Confrontation between woman and dragon resumes
i. Resumption of Exodus imagery
1. Pharaoh’s pursuit of Israel

2. Rescue said to be on eagles’ wings (Ex 19:4)
3. Safety found in wilderness

4. Water/sea imagery (Red Sea, God opening up a way; serpent pouring water out of its mouth, earth opening its mouth to swallow up the water)

ii. John portrays the Church as going through the same experience as historical Israel

iii. v6, 14 – “nourished” for “1,260 days” or “time, times, and half a time”

1. Clearly ties together the first and last parts of chapter 12; last part is continuation of first part

2. The time that the devil has is this time (13:5)

iv. v15 – “river out of his mouth”
1. Something coming out of mouth already seen in Rev; e.g., sword representing Jesus’ words

2. This “river” then most likely words from Satan – lies, falsehoods, deceptions, accusations

v. v16 – “the earth came to the help of the woman”

1. “In Jewish tradition, creation, loyal to God, sometimes helped the righteous against their wicked human oppressors; thus, for example, a tree hid Isaiah from his pursuers, and the earth swallowed and so hid the vessels of the temple.” (IVP BBC NT)

vi. The devil cannot touch the woman, so he next tries her offspring

1. Can the devil touch the woman’s offspring?

2. Are they part of “those who dwell on the earth”?

3. What does it mean to “keep the commandments of God” and “hold to the testimony of Jesus”?

3. Summary

a. Revelation 12 makes sense as a dramatic narrative
i. First section (v1-6) describes how things were on earth
1. God’s people were being accused by the dragon (Satan)

2. A male child (Jesus) appears from out of God’s people

3. Satan tries to prevent Jesus from accomplishing his purpose

4. Jesus’ death and resurrection actually turn out to be the birth of a new spiritual reality

5. Jesus ascends to heaven and his people flee for protection

ii. Second section (v7-9) describes what happened in heaven as a result

1. Satan loses all claim to legitimacy and power to accuse God’s people

2. Satan is restricted to the earth and sea

iii. Third section (v10-12) is an explanation of the implication of the above

1. God’s power and authority are vindicated

2. His people have conquered because of Jesus and their testimony from/about him

3. Heaven (and God’s people, too?) can now rejoice

4. On the other hand, woe to earth and the sea (just those not part of God’s people?)

5. v12 ties this section to the next

iv. Fourth section (v13-17) resumes the narrative left off at the first

1. The dragon continues after the woman
2. She is rescued (additional detail of how the woman gets to the wilderness, left out of section one) and spends a period of time in the wilderness

3. The dragon attempts to harm the woman but is circumvented

4. The dragon goes off to make war with the rest of the woman’s offspring

v. Suspense builds as the audience wonders what the dragon will do and what will happen to the woman’s offspring
b. This is a story that engages both intellect and emotion

i. It uses familiar (to John’s audience) narratives and themes and repurposes them

ii. We do the same thing with many of our stories

iii. We don’t typically intend allegory or symbolism with every element

iv. It’s about how the story engages the audience

v. We should read Revelation in the same way

